InterReligious Task Force on Central America 

3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

tel: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org
	via fax  011 502 221 4423

Licenciado Oscar Berger Perdomo

Presidente de la República de Guatemala
	via fax: 011 502 251 2218
Juan Luis Florido

Fiscalía General del Ministerio Público 

	via fax 011 502 362 0237

Ministry of the Interior, Guatemala


July 24, 2004


Dear Sirs:

We are extremely concerned for the safety of Edda Gaviola, director of the Center for Human Rights Legal Action (CALDH), and for the witnesses of the massacre of 268 people of Plan de Sánchez, Baja Verapaz Department by Guatemalan armed forces on July 18, 1982.

On July 14 & 15, 2004 Edda Gaviola's home was broken into.  Intimidating messages were left and her personal papers were thoroughly searched.  On the night of July 16, a laptop computer and mobile phone were stolen, papers containing important information were searched but valuable equipment was left untouched. On July 17, 2004, a witness to the Plan de Sánchez massacre found a box at his containing the following threat: which read, ''Soon you will be dead, for being witness to the massacre of Plan de Sanchez and for being responsible for the conviction of the state of Guatemala this is your dearest prize soon you will be killed happy anniversary of 18 July.'' [sic]

We have written letters to the government of Guatemala on March 23, 2003 and September 25, 2003 concerning surveillance and attacks on CALDH for their human rights work.  We are outraged at the continued intimidation against them and the threats to the massacre survivors whose case CALDH has succeeded in bringing before the Inter-American Court on Human Rights.  CALDH is also part of the coalition promoting the proposed Commission for the Investigation of Illegal Bodies and Clandestine Security Apparatus (CICIACS).  Edda Gaviola is one of CALDH's representatives to the CICIACS coalition.  The first raid on her house occurred after she had attended a meeting with the coalition and various women's organizations.   
It is abundantly clear that the authorities must:

· guarantee the safety of all witnesses to the Plan de Sánchez massacre and the safety of Edda Gaviola and other CALDH staff members, including  24 hour police presence to CALDH offices as previously agreed;

· call for a prompt, impartial and exhaustive investigation into the death threat received by the witness to the massacre, as well as the three break-ins; make the results public and bring those responsible to justice;

· secure the creation and implementation of the Commission for the Investigation of Illegal Bodies and Clandestine Security Apparatus (CICIACS) and ensure its independence to both initiate and contribute to the investigation and prosecution of those found to be part of the illegal apparatus and clandestine bodies in Guatemala.
Thank you for your prompt attention to these matters.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai, Coordinator

Copies:

CALDH ~ fax:  011 502 2518163

Dr. Sergio Fernando Morales Alvarado, Procurador de los Derechos Humanos ~ fax: 011 502 238 1734

Ambassador Guillermo Castillo, Guatemala Ambassador to the US~ fax: 1 202 745 1908

Ambassador John Hamilton, US Ambassador to Guatemala ~ fax: 011-502-334-8477
Robert Boynton, US State Department, Guatemala Desk ~ fax: 202-647-2597

NISGUA: Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala ~ fax:202.223.8221

UA 228/04 Guatemala
The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:
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