I R T F InterReligious Task Force on Central America
3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
tel: 216.961.0003 fax: 216.961.0002 e-mail: IRTF@irtfcleveland.org

via fax: 011 504 2239 3298 via fax: 011 504 2221 5667
Sr. Presidente Juan Orlando Hernandez Sr. Fiscal Oscar Fernando Chinchilla Banegas
President of Honduras Attorney General of Honduras
April 23, 2016
Dear Sirs:

We are deeply troubled at the assassination attempts against LGBTI (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
intersex) rights advocates Juan José Zambrano and Jlo Cérdoba.

Juan José Zambrano is a member of the Association for a Better Life for People Infected with and Affected by
HIV/AIDS in Honduras (APUVIMEH) which works with the LGBTI community and those affected by HIV/AIDS.
It operates Casa Renacer, a shelter for people with HIV/AIDS and those of the LGBTI community. It operates
several other projects, including a program for prevention of HIV/AIDS and sexual infections, and a gay youth
project.

On March 20 a group of unidentified men kidnapped Juan José Zambrano in Tegucigalpa. Before they
released him that day they threatened him and warned him to cease his human rights work. On March 24 his
family sent him to La Ceiba in Atlantida Department where they thought he would be safer. That same day a
group of unidentified men fired on him several times in La Ceiba. He was wounded in the genital area, lost a
great deal of blood and was left for dead. He was then treated at a hospital in Tegucigalpa.

Jlo Cérdoba, a transgender woman, is a member of LGBT Rainbow Association (LGTB Arcoiris), an
organization which works on equality and justice for the LGBTI community. On March 29, at approximately
8pm an unidentified man approached her in the Central District in Tegucigalpa and fired at her twice, wounding
her in the hand and in the chest.

Since June 2015 six LGTBI rights defenders have been killed (cf our letters of Sep 24 and Oct 15, 2015).
Because of our deep concern about the extreme levels of violence that continue to face all LGTBI persons and
their defenders, we strongly urge that you
e carry out an immediate, thorough and impartial investigation into the attempted killings of Juan José
Zambrano and Jlo Cordoba, publish the results and bring those responsible to justice;
e take all necessary measures, in consultation with the individuals or their representatives, to guarantee
the security of Juan José Zambrano, Jlo Cérdoba and all members of APUVIMEH and Asociacion
LGTB Arcoiris;
e guarantee in all circumstances that all human rights defenders are able to carry out their legitimate
human rights activities without fear of reprisals and free of all restrictions.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai and Christine Stonebraker Martinez
Co-coordinators

copies: APUVIMEH: Asociacion para una Vida Mejor en Honduras ~ via email
Peace Brigades International-USA ~ via fax
Jorge Alberto Milla Reyes, Honduran Amabassador to the US ~ via fax 202 525 4004
James Nealon, US Ambassador to Honduras ~ via fax 011 504 2236 9037
Olivia Franken, Honduras Desk, US State Dept ~ via email
Francisco José Eguiguren Praeli, Rapporteur for Honduras and for the Rights of LGTBI Persons, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, ~ via email
US Senators Brown & Portman and US Representatives Fudge, Gibbs, Johnson, Jordan, Joyce, Kaptur, Latta, Renacci, Ryan ~ via email
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The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:



