I R T F InterReligious Task Force on Central America

3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
tel: 216.961.0003 fax: 216.961.0002 e-mail: irtf@irtfcleveland.org

via email: aberger@mingob.gob.gt via email: fiscalgeneral@pm.lex.gob.gt
Sr. Enrique Antonio Degenhart Asturias Lic. Maria Consuelo Porras Argueta
Minister of the Interior of Guatemala Attorney General of Guatemala

July 23, 2018

Dear Minister of the Interior Degenhart and Attorney General Porras Argueta:

We are extremely concerned about the recent smear campaign, threats, and police violence against environmental
defenders with the Peaceful Resistance of the Microregion of Ixquisis, San Mateo Ixtatdn municipality, Huehuetenango
Department.

According to the Peaceful Resistance, the hydroelectric company Energia y Renovacion, S.A. (formerly known as PDH,
S.A) has planned to build three hydroelectric projects (with seven dams) and has already diverted rivers from their
original paths, severely affecting the livelihood of indigenous peoples’ communities and restricting their access to water
resources. In 2014 the company reinstated a military garrison at their facilities which had been located there during the
civil war. Since then, the garrison has functioned as a station for the military and the National Civil Police (PNC). Officers
there have participated in threats against the local community and the forcible repression of protests, including the
following:

July 14: 400 people marched to the PNC station with a letter requesting closure of the police station and military
garrison, the cessation of Energia y Renovacién’ activities in their region, and departure in two days of the company and
PNC from Ixquisis. When the officers refused to accept the letter, stating that they were not authorized to take it, the
community leaders read the document aloud in front of the garrison and then peacefully returned to their homes.

July 15: the web page Actualidad Huehuetenango published an article titled, “New armed attacks against community
members in San Mateo Ixatan,” accusing some Ixquisis protesters of firing shots and burning down a convenience store
after the demonstration. They used pictures taken the day before by police and military officers, but these do not
substantiate the allegations. Energia y Renovacion also published on their Facebook page a press release which
matches the article on Actualidad Huehuetenango.

July 16: when the community leaders organized another peaceful protest outside the PNC station to demand
compliance with their letter, PNC officials and riot police closed the bridge on the road to the station to block them.

July 18: 50 community residents, including women and children, came together to organize for a visit from the Office of
the Human Rights Ombudsman (PDH). When they led a march to the PNC station, officials had already closed the road.
When the community leaders tried to dialogue with the police forces, they were fired on with tear gas canisters. A group
of PNC officials shouted at community leader Natanael GOmez, “We know you. You will fall down.” Others said to
another leader, Lucas Jorge, that they were going to pay a visit to take him from his house at night.

We are concerned that the attacks and smear campaigns may lead to further violence against the Peaceful Resistance of
the Microregion of Ixquisis and to human rights defenders in Guatemala in general. Therefore, we strongly urge that you:
= carry out an immediate, thorough and impartial investigation into the police violence, threats, acts of intimidation
and smear campaigns against peaceful protesters in Ixquisis publish the results, and bring those responsible to
justice;
= take all necessary measures to guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of the members the Peaceful
Resistance of Ixquisis Microregion and residents of the Ixquisis community, in consultation with them;
= guarantee in all circumstances that all human rights defenders are able to carry out their legitimate human rights
activities without fear of reprisals and free of all restrictions, including their right to peaceful protest.

Christine Sto raker Martinez /m@

copies: Manuel Espina, Ambassador of Guatemala to the US ~ via website and email
Luis E. Arreaga, US Ambassador to Guatemala, in care of human rights officer Rain Bian ~ via email
Stefanie Fabrico, Guatemala Desk, US State Department ~ via email
Esmeralda Arosemena de Troitifio, Rapporteur for Guatemala, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights ~ via email
Antonia Urrejola, Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights ~ via email
US Senators Brown & Portman and US Representatives Beatty, Fudge, Gibbs, Johnson, Jordan, Joyce, Kaptur, Latta, Renacci, Ryan ~ via email

Sincerely,

b
Brian J. Stefay'Szittai
Co-coordinators

FrontlineDefenders_07/26/18

The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:



Matt & Kathy Abramowski
6677 Villa Marie Rd
Lowellville, OH 44436

Marc Alvarado
3229 Poe Ave
Cleveland, OH 44109

Rep. Nickie Antonio & Jean Kosmac
1305 Belle Ave
Lakewood, OH 44107

Wilber Argueta
11124 Stamy Rd
Whittier, CA 90604

Shirley Badger
200 Hamlet Hills Dr, #222
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022

Sheri Banks
1064 Canyonview Rd
Sagamore Hills, OH 44067

Dr. Joan Bedinghaus & Dr. Seth Foldy
3061 N. Marietta Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53211

Judy Botwin
3145 Scarborough Rd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Andrew & Sharon Bramante
222 S Carr St, APT 203
Lakewood, CO 80226

Grace & Dr. William Brinker
351 Mason St, #324
Onalaska, W1 54650

Jonathan Cahill
PO Box 937
Hiram, OH 44234

Church of the Gesu
2470 Miramar Blvd
University Hts, OH 44118

Church of the Resurrection
Human Rights Committee
32001 Cannon Rd

Solon, OH 44139

Richard Clark
2145 W 18" St
Cleveland, OH 44113

Anne Coan
17100 Van Aken Blvd #210
Shaker Heights, OH 44120

Community of Christ the Servant
4403 Michael Ave
North Olmsted, OH 44070

Judith Corrigan
3008 Clinton Ave
Cleveland, OH 44113

Heather Craigie
2177 Bellfield Ave
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106

Rachel & Peter DeGolia
1648 Compton Rd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Patricia Denny
7465 Mountain Quail Place
Painesville, OH 44077

Jill M. DiPiero & Christopher Kerr
3324 Clayton Blvd
Shaker Hts, OH 44120

Virginia Douglas
133 Brandtson Ave
Elyria, OH 44035

Christine Driscoll
15800 Edgecliff Ave
Cleveland, OH 44111

Maryellen Eickman-Fiala &
Michael Fiala

2027 W. 38" st

Cleveland, OH 44113

Erica Ewing
661 N Buckeye
Wooster, OH 44691

Sam & Lynn Falletta
1245 Beechnut Dr
Akron, OH 44312

Rick Feinberg & Nancy Grim
6358 Lakeview Dr
Ravenna, OH 44266

Laurie Findlay
940-B Sycamore Dr
Decatur, GA 30030

Jean Gillet
2450 Derbyshire Rd, #449
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106

J.P. Graulty
2545 Kenilworth Rd, #7
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106

Kathryn Harlow
4701 Clinton Ave
Cleveland, OH 44102

Nance Hikes & Dr. Michael Melampy
142 Westbridge Dr
Berea, OH 44017

Rev. Ellen Huffman
407 Tibet Rd
Columbus, OH 43202

Sr. Mary Hurley
3207 Franklin Blvd., #211
Cleveland. OH 44113

Rev. Charles Hurst & Maria Smith
9907 Lake Ave, # 205
Cleveland, OH 44102

Trudy Hutchinson
2091 Lincoln Ave
Lakewood, OH 44107

John Knox Presbyterian Church
Mission Committee

25200 Lorain Rd

North Olmsted, OH 44070

Diane Karpinski
2897 Ludlow Rd.
Cleveland, OH 44120

Jane Kentner
1331 W 70" St APT 311
Cleveland, OH 44102

Gene Kotrba
566 Lindberg
Berea, OH 44017

Sharon A. Leasure
27942 Marquette
North Olmsted, OH 44070

Dale Lindsey
3505 Archwood
Cleveland, OH 44109

Toty Martin
720 South Point Trail
Berea, OH 44017

Tom McBride
797 Brick Mill Run
Westlake, OH 44145

Cara McKinney
7711 Diagonal Rd
Kent, OH 44240

Nina McLellan and Walter Nicholes
14014 Shaker Blvd, #204
Shaker Heights, OH 44120

Julie Merker
33630 Coachman Lane
Solon, OH 44139

Paula Miller
3402 Monroe Ave - rear
Cleveland, OH 44113

Sue Miller
3142 Yorkshire Rd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Dr. James & Marge Misak
3018 Clinton Ave
Cleveland, OH 44113

Kathryn Moody-Arndt
1291 W. 104™ St
Cleveland, OH 44102

Daniel & Lavinia Morris
1493 Dover Center Rd
Westlake, OH 44145

Rachel M. Napolitano
1953 W 61> St
Cleveland, OH 44102

Joan O’Brien
1341 Marlowe Ave
Lakewood, OH 44107

Mary O’Malley
361 Cascade Ct
Avon Lake, OH 44012

Anne Osborne
2021 King James Parkway, #328
Westlake, OH 44145

Linda Park
1848 Beersford, #1
East Cleveland, OH 44112

Bob Parker
11514 Chautauqua Trail
Brecksville, OH 44141



Nan Ellen Passant
16 Laurel Dr
Rocky River, OH 44116

Dr. Mark W. Pestak
2044 W 38" St
Cleveland, OH 44113

Nilda Quintana
871 Ibis Walk Place N, unit 3302
St. Petersburg, FL 33716

Janet Rhodes Ross
Beyond Borders

3420 Cavalier Trail Unit D
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224

Marlene & Robert Rink
1150 Sylvania
Cleveland Hts, OH 44121

Valerie and Stewart Robinson
3334 Berkeley Rd
Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

Lois Romanoff
12802 Larchmere Blvd
Cleveland, OH 44120

Louise P. Sandercock
200 Laurel Lake Dr. Apt. W 222
Hudson, OH 44236

Rosemary Snow
3786 Bushnell Rd
University Heights, OH 44118

Sarah K. Sommers
5900 Lawn Ave
Cleveland OH 44102

Brian Stefan-Szittai
4302 Apple Ave
Cleveland OH 44113

Christine Stonebraker Martinez
2777 Spruce St
Girard OH 44420

David Stonebraker
2477 Spruce St
Girard, OH 44420

James F. Szaller
28470 Hilliard
Westlake, OH 44145

Rick Toth
1017 University Rd
Cleveland, OH 44113

Andrew Trares
2068 Fulton Rd
Cleveland, OH 44113

Curt & Priscilla Treska
1518 Kenilworth
Cleveland, OH 44113

Ursuline Sisters

Social Justice Office
2600 Lander Rd
Pepper Pike, OH 44124

West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church
Social Action Committee

20401 Hilliard Blvd

Rocky River, OH 44116

Brooke S. Willis
2590 W.15th St
Cleveland, OH 44113

Mark Bailey
P.O. Box 704
Elyria, OH 44036

Gerald Bukosky
1216 Versailles Ave
Alameda, CA 95401

Congregation of St. Joseph
Social Justice Committee
3430 Rocky River Dr
Cleveland, OH 44111

Danielle Cosgrove
15621 Greenway Rd.
Cleveland, OH 44111

Susan Dicken
3483 West Blvd
Cleveland, OH 44102

Dr. Marie C. Dietrich
1931 King James Parkway, #403
Westlake, OH 44145

Thom Downing
213 Laverne Ave
Alexandria, VA 22305

Chris Dusek & Allen Myers
1205 W 69" St
Cleveland, OH 44102

Rob & Roberta Fairchild
6786 Seneca Rd
Mayfield Village, OH 44143

Erica Foldy & Roger Luckmann
44 Grove Rd
Natick, MA 01760

Debbie Gurney & Ron Manzano
3952 Rosemond Rd
Cleveland Hts, OH 44121

Rick & Susan Heiser
810 W. Jefferson St
Bloomington, IL 61701

Molly Holland -Avery
3965 Eastway Rd
South Euclid, OH 44118

Anita Hooley-Yoder
3333 Ormond Rd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Ron & Patricia James
417 South St
Huron, OH 44839-1521

Susan Lendvay
198 Eastland Rd
Berea, OH 44017

Ed & Adriana Mascha
11781 Pinewood Trail
Chesterland, OH 44026

Dot Masterson
4403 Michael Ave
North Olmsted, OH 44070

Kathleen McDonnell & Chris Tadych
2082 W.38" St
Cleveland, OH 44113

Donald & Sandra McPherson
2161 Middlefield Rd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106

Rev. Karen Glick Metzler
8103 Jackson River Rd
Hot Springs, VA 24445

Rev. Jonathan F. & Jane Moody
7904 Shawnee Tralil
Garrettsville, OH 44231

Jeanne & Alejandro Petrus-Rivera
6805 Strathmore Dr
Cleveland, OH 44125

Tedd Roos
1189 Andrews Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

Juanita A. Sherba
4494 Mellinger Rd
Canfield, OH 44406

Sisters of the Humility of Mary
PO Box 522
Villa Maria, PA 16155

Jean Sommer
8212 Brookside Rd
Independence, OH 44131

James & Rosemary Szittai
2505 Tennyson NW
Massillon, OH 44646

Jody Taslitz
1418 Edendale St
Cleveland, OH 44121

Ursuline College Campus Ministry
2550 Lander Rd
Pepper Pike, OH 44124

Bob and Carla Van Dale
144 Kendal Dr
Oberlin, OH 44074

Laura Van Dale
1189 Andrews Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

Margaret S. Vento
6855 Edgewater, APT 2C
Coral Gables, FL 33133

Swanny & Dr. Ted Voneida
401 Oakwood Dr
Kent, OH 44240



