
InterReligious Task Force on Central America  
3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 

tel: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@irtfcleveland.org 

 
via email: diseloalpresidente@presidencia.gob.hn, 

info@presidencia.gob.hn 
Sr. Juan Orlando Hernández 

President of Honduras 

via email: mprelacionespublicas@gmail.com 
oscarfernando@protonmail.ch 

Sr. Óscar Fernando Chinchilla Banegas 
Attorney General of Honduras 

via email: observatorio@sdhjgd.gob.hn   
Sr. Héctor Leonel Ayala 

Secretary of State for the Offices of Justice, 
Human Rights, Governance and Decentralization 

via email: central@conadeh.hn 
Dr. Roberto Herrera Cáceres 

National Commissioner for Human Rights 
 

 

July 26, 2018 
 
Dear Sirs:  
 
We are extremely concerned about recent attacks on journalists Nincy Perdomo, Javier Edgardo Rodrígues, and 
Mai Ling Coto. 
 
On June 2, Nincy Perdomo, a journalist for the digital newspaper The Pulse, was outside the Presidential Building in 
Tegucigalpa, reporting on a mobilization of the Alliance of Opposition Against the Dictatorship. A police riot squad 
shot at her from a water tank, impacting her body with full, direct pressure. 
 
On the night of June 30 in Olanchito in Yoro Department, Javier Edgardo, correspondent for TN5 news and Hoy 
Mismo, was filming arrests at the police station. He noticed that his brother was among the arrestees, who were hurt 
and yelling that they had been beaten by police. His brother told him they were beaten because they had refused to 
be searched. Police then used force to conduct the searches and arrested them. Police immediately ordered Javier 
to turn off his camera and leave. When he refused, they forcefully pulled him away, but he continued filming. As the 
police car was leaving with the arrestees, Sub-Inspector Jorge Luis Salgado stormed out of the car, pressed Javier 
against the wall, broke his camera, and yelled at him, saying that it meant nothing to the police that Javier was a 
journalist. Four other police dragged Javier into a police cell where he was held from 8pm until 1am, when 
colleagues obtained his release. When the journalists told police that the arrest was illegal, police responded that 
they are the authority and will always have the power. On July 1 the Security Minister made a public statement 
blaming the arrest on disrespect for the authority.  
 
On July 7, Mai Ling Coto, also a correspondent for TN5 news and Hoy Mismo, was assaulted by police while 
covering a police investigation in the Clavisquin neighborhood of Potrerillos municipality in Cortés Department. She 
(the only female in a group of several journalists) followed police officers into the neighborhood.  Some police 
warned the reporters that they had no right to be there, but the reporters responded that they did have the right 
because there was no police tape in place.  One police officer pulled Mai Ling Coto backwards and threw her to the 
ground. Police then forcibly removed the journalists from the street and cordoned off the area.  
 
These attacks highlight the harassment, intimidation and violence from police that those working in the media 
experience in their daily work. We strongly urge that you 

 adopt prevention mechanisms that protect media workers from state-sponsored violence 
 provide training of public officials, especially the police and security forces and the adoption of guidelines on 

respect for freedom of expression. 
 
Sincerely, 
        
        
Brian J. Stefan Szittai                                  Christine Stonebraker-Martinez   
Co-Coordinators 
 

copies: Marlon R. Tábora Muñoz, Ambassador of Honduras to the US ~ via website or fax, and US mail 
 US Embassy in Honduras: Heide B. Fulton (Chargé d’Affaires) and Jason Smith (Human Rights and Labor Representative) ~ via email  
 US State Department: Olivia Franken, Honduras Desk  ~ via email 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Joel Hernández (Rapporteur for Honduras) and Edison Lanza (Freedom of Expression) ~ via email 
US Congress: Senators Brown & Portman and US Representatives Beatty, Fudge, Gibbs, Johnson, Jordan, Joyce, Kaptur, Latta, Renacci, Ryan  ~ via email 
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The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter: 
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Matt & Kathy Abramowski 
6677 Villa Marie Rd 
Lowellville, OH 44436 
 
Marc Alvarado 
3229 Poe Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
 
Rep. Nickie Antonio & Jean Kosmac  
1305 Belle Ave 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
 
Wilber Argueta 
11124 Stamy Rd 
Whittier, CA 90604 
 
Shirley Badger 
200 Hamlet Hills Dr, #222 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 
 
Sheri Banks 
1064 Canyonview Rd 
Sagamore Hills, OH 44067 
 
Dr. Joan Bedinghaus & Dr. Seth Foldy 
3061 N. Marietta Ave 
Milwaukee, WI 53211 
 
Judy Botwin 
3145 Scarborough Rd 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
        
Andrew & Sharon Bramante 
222 S Carr St, APT 203 
Lakewood, CO 80226 
 
Grace & Dr. William Brinker 
351 Mason St,  #324 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
 
Jonathan Cahill 
PO Box 937 
Hiram, OH 44234 
 
Church of the Gesu 
2470 Miramar Blvd 
University Hts, OH 44118 
 
Church of the Resurrection 
Human Rights Committee 
32001 Cannon Rd 
Solon, OH 44139 
 
Richard Clark 
2145 W 18

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Anne Coan 
17100 Van Aken Blvd #210 
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 
 
Community of Christ the Servant 
4403 Michael Ave 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 
Judith Corrigan 
3008 Clinton Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Heather Craigie 
2177 Bellfield Ave 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
 
Rachel & Peter DeGolia 
1648 Compton Rd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
 
 

Patricia Denny 
7465 Mountain Quail Place 
Painesville, OH 44077 
 
Jill M. DiPiero & Christopher Kerr 
3324 Clayton Blvd 
Shaker Hts, OH 44120 
 
Virginia Douglas 
133 Brandtson Ave 
Elyria, OH 44035 
 
Christine Driscoll 
15800 Edgecliff Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44111 
 
Maryellen Eickman-Fiala & 
Michael Fiala 
2027 W. 38

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Erica Ewing 
661 N Buckeye 
Wooster, OH 44691 
 
Sam & Lynn Falletta 
1245 Beechnut Dr 
Akron, OH 44312 
 
Rick Feinberg & Nancy Grim  
6358 Lakeview Dr 
Ravenna, OH 44266 
 
Laurie Findlay 
940-B Sycamore Dr 
Decatur, GA  30030 
 
Jean Gillet 
2450 Derbyshire Rd, #449 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
 
J.P. Graulty 
2545 Kenilworth Rd, #7 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
 
Kathryn Harlow 
4701 Clinton Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Nance Hikes & Dr. Michael Melampy 
142 Westbridge Dr 
Berea, OH 44017 
 
Rev. Ellen Huffman 
407 Tibet Rd 
Columbus, OH 43202 
 
Sr. Mary Hurley 
3207 Franklin Blvd., #211 
Cleveland. OH 44113 
 
Rev. Charles Hurst & Maria Smith 
9907 Lake Ave, # 205 
Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Trudy Hutchinson 
2091 Lincoln Ave 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
 
John Knox Presbyterian Church 
Mission Committee 
25200 Lorain Rd 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 
Diane Karpinski 
2897 Ludlow Rd. 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
 
 

Jane Kentner 
1331 W 70

th
 St APT 311 

Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Gene Kotrba 
566 Lindberg 
Berea, OH 44017 
 
Sharon A. Leasure 
27942 Marquette 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 
Dale Lindsey 
3505 Archwood 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
 
Toty Martin 
720 South Point Trail 
Berea, OH 44017 

 
Tom McBride 
797 Brick Mill Run 
Westlake, OH 44145 
 
Cara McKinney 
7711 Diagonal Rd 
Kent, OH 44240 
 
Nina McLellan and Walter Nicholes 
14014 Shaker Blvd, #204 
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 
 
Julie Merker 
33630 Coachman Lane 
Solon, OH 44139 
 
Paula Miller 
3402 Monroe Ave -  rear 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Sue Miller  
3142 Yorkshire Rd 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Dr. James & Marge Misak 
3018 Clinton Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Kathryn Moody-Arndt 
1291 W. 104

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Daniel & Lavinia Morris 
1493 Dover Center Rd 
Westlake, OH 44145 
 
Rachel M. Napolitano 
1953 W 61

st
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Joan O’Brien 
1341 Marlowe Ave 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
 
Mary O’Malley 
361 Cascade Ct 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 
 
Anne Osborne 
2021 King James Parkway, #328 
Westlake, OH 44145 
 
Linda Park  
1848 Beersford, #1 
East Cleveland, OH 44112 
 
Bob Parker 
11514 Chautauqua Trail 
Brecksville, OH 44141 



Nan Ellen Passant 
16 Laurel Dr 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
 
Dr. Mark W. Pestak 
2044 W 38

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Nilda Quintana 
871 Ibis Walk Place N, unit 3302 
St. Petersburg, FL 33716 
 
Janet Rhodes Ross 
Beyond Borders 
3420 Cavalier Trail Unit D 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224 
 
Marlene & Robert Rink 
1150 Sylvania 
Cleveland Hts, OH 44121 
 
Valerie and Stewart Robinson 
3334 Berkeley Rd 
Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 
 
Lois Romanoff 
12802 Larchmere Blvd 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
 
Louise P. Sandercock 
200 Laurel Lake Dr. Apt. W 222 
Hudson, OH 44236 
 
Sarah K. Sommers 
5900 Lawn Ave 
Cleveland OH 44102 
 
Brian Stefan-Szittai 
4302 Apple Ave 
Cleveland OH 44113 
 
Christine Stonebraker Martínez 
2777 Spruce St 
Girard OH 44420 
 
David Stonebraker 
2477 Spruce St 
Girard, OH 44420 
 
James F. Szaller 
28470 Hilliard 
Westlake, OH 44145 
 
Rick Toth 
1017 University Rd 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Andrew Trares 
2068 Fulton Rd 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Curt & Priscilla Treska 
1518 Kenilworth 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Ursuline Sisters  
Social Justice Office  
2600 Lander Rd 
Pepper Pike, OH 44124 
 
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church Social Action Committee 
20401 Hilliard Blvd 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
 
Brooke S. Willis 
2590 W.15th St 
Cleveland, OH  44113 
 

 


