
InterReligious Task Force on Central America  
3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 

tel: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@irtfcleveland.org 
 

via email: contacto@presidencia.gov.co 
Excmo. Sr. Presidente Iván Duque Márquez 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

via email: despacho.fiscal@fiscalia.gov.co  
Sr. Fiscal Francisco Barbosa Delgado 

Attorney General of Colombia 

via email: servicioalciudadano@mininterior.gov.co 
Sra. Ministra Alicia Arango Olmos 

Minister of the Interior 

via email: defensoria@defensoria.org.co 
Sr. Defensor Carlos Alfonso Negret Mosquera 

National Defender of the People 

 
August 24, 2020 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
We are gravely concerned about the escalation of attacks on Awá Indigenous communities in Nariño Department. We are 
particularly disturbed by the assassination attempt against Francisco Javier Cortés Guanga, age 42, of the Piguambí 
Palangala Reservation in La Vaquería sector near the small town of Llorente, in Tumaco municipality. He serves his 
reservation as human rights spokesperson with UNIPA (Unidad de Pueblos Awá).  
 
At noon on August 11, six men shot at the truck in which Francisco Cortés Guanga and his two security bodyguards from the 
National Protection Unit (UNP) were riding, en route to meet with the governors of the nearby Awá Indigenous reservation to 
discuss an electrification project. Unharmed, the three men took refuge in a nearby military batallion.  
 
In the past month, various armed groups operating in the region have sent leaflets threatening Francisco Cortés Guanga and 
his family.  On July 24 his father, Segundo Jaime Cortés Pai, governor of Piguambí Palangala Reservation, received 
threats via the Facebook account of his daughter. These threats came just two weeks after the assassination of the alternate 
governor of the reservation, Rodrigo Salazar, on July 9.  
 
Several armed groups are competing in Nariño for control of land to grow illicit crops, illegal mining, and routes for drug 
trafficking. In the last four months, at least seven community members and members of the Awá Indigenous Guard have 
been murdered. On July 28, Fabio Alfonso Guanga García, the second Indigenous governor of the Ñambí Piedra Verde 
Reservation (in Barbacoas municipality), and his partner Sonia Lorena Bisbicus Ortiz were assassinated.  On August 19, 
three Awa Indigenous youths were killed in the remote Aguacuate community of Pialapi Pueblo Viejo Reservation 
(Ricaurte municipality); it is rumored that other residents of the Reservation have been disappeared.  
 
Because of our concern for the Awá peoples and the persistent presence of armed groups in Nariño, we strongly urge that 
you 

 carry out an independent investigation into the killings of Rodrigo Salazar, Fabio Alfonso Guanga García, Sonia 
Lorena Bisbicus Ortiz, and the three youth; the threats to Segundo Jaime Cortés Pai; and the attempted 
assassination of  Francisco Javier Cortés Guanga; publish the results, and bring those responsible to justice 

 provide protective measures to Francisco Javier Cortés Guanga and his family members, in strict accordance with 
their wishes 

 end all threats, attacks and acts of harassment against Awá Indigenous peoples and their leaders  
 publicly acknowledge the persistence of paramilitary structures in Colombia and implement a determined policy to 

combat their expansion, including effective implementation of the measures in the Peace Accords of 2016  
 
Sincerely, 
        
 
Brian J. Stefan Szittai               Christine Stonebraker-Martínez 
Co-Coordinators 
 
copies: Francisco Santos Calderón, Ambassador of Colombia to the US ~ via email, US mail 

Carlos Holmes Trujillo,  Minister of National Defense ~ via email 
Jhon Alexander Rojas Cabrera,  Governor of Nariño Department ~ via email 
Antonia Urrejola Noguera, Rapporteur for Colombia and Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Persons, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights ~ via email, US mail 
Juliette De Rivero, Representative in Colombia of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights ~ via email 
ONIC: Organización Nacional Indígena de Colombia ~ via email 
FIDH: International Federation of Human Rights ~ via email 
US Embassy: Kristen Farrell (human rights) and Mariel Chatman (vulnerable populations) ~ via email 
Christine Russell, Desk Officer for Colombia, US State Dept ~ via email 
US Senators Brown & Portman and US Representatives Beatty, Fudge, Gibbs, Gonzalez, Johnson, Jordan, Joyce, Kaptur, Latta, Ryan ~ via email 
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The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:  
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Matt & Kathy Abramowski 
6677 Villa Marie Rd 
Lowellville, OH 44436 
 
Marc Alvarado 
3229 Poe Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
 
Nickie Antonio & Jean Kosmac  
1305 Belle Ave 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
 
Wilber Argueta 
11124 Stamy Rd 
Whittier, CA 90604 
 
Shirley Badger 
200 Hamlet Hills Dr, #222 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 
 
Sheri Banks 
1064 Canyonview Rd 
Sagamore Hills, OH 44067 
 
Dr. Joan Bedinghaus & Dr. Seth Foldy 
50 Sherman St 
Denver, CO 80203 
     
Andrew & Sharon Bramante 
5 Roosevelt Rdg 
Black Hawk, CO 80422 
 
Grace Brinker 
351 Mason St,  #324 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
 
Jonathan Cahill 
2140 W 38

th
 St., APT 4 

Cleveland OH 44113 
 
Church of the Gesu 
2470 Miramar Blvd 
University Hts, OH 44118 
 
Church of the Resurrection 
Human Rights Committee 
32001 Cannon Rd 
Solon, OH 44139 
 
Dr. Richard Clark 
2145 W 18th St 
Cleveland OH 44113 
 
Community of Christ the Servant 
4403 Michael Ave 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 
Judith Corrigan 
3008 Clinton Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Heather Craigie 
3299 Grenway Rd 
Shaker  Heights, OH 44122 
 
Rachel & Peter DeGolia 
1648 Compton Rd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Patricia Denny 
7465 Mountain Quail Place 
Painesville, OH 44077 
 
 
 
Jill M. DiPiero & Christopher Kerr 
3324 Clayton Blvd 
Shaker Hts, OH 44120 
 

Virginia Douglas 
133 Brandtson Ave 
Elyria, OH 44035 
 
Christine Driscoll 
15800 Edgecliff Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44111 
 
Maryellen Eickman-Fiala & 
Michael Fiala 
2027 W. 38

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Erica Ewing 
661 N Buckeye 
Wooster, OH 44691 
 
Sam & Lynn Falletta 
1245 Beechnut Dr 
Akron, OH 44312 
 
Rick Feinberg & Nancy Grim  
6358 Lakeview Dr 
Ravenna, OH 44266 
 
Laurie Findlay 
940-B Sycamore Dr 
Decatur, GA  30030 
 
Jean Gillet 
2450 Derbyshire Rd, #449 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
 
J.P. Graulty 
2545 Kenilworth Rd, #7 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
 
Kathryn Harlow 
4701 Clinton Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Nance Hikes & Dr. Michael Melampy 
142 Westbridge Dr 
Berea, OH 44017 
 
Rev. Ellen Huffman 
1348 W 64

th
 St 

Cleveland , OH 44102 
 
Sr. Mary Hurley 
3207 Franklin Blvd., #211 
Cleveland. OH 44113 
 
Rev. Charles Hurst & Maria Smith 
9907 Lake Ave, # 205 
Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Trudy Hutchinson 
2091 Lincoln Ave 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
 
John Knox Presbyterian Church 
Mission Committee 
25200 Lorain Rd 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 
Judge Diane Karpinski 
2897 Ludlow Rd. 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
 
 
Jane Kentner 
1331 W 70

th
 St APT 311 

Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Gene Kotrba 
566 Lindberg 
Berea, OH 44017 
 

Sharon A. Leasure 
27942 Marquette 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 
Dale Lindsey 
3505 Archwood 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
 
Richard and Shelley Mack 
264 Wallace Dr 
Berea, OH 44017 
 
Toty Martin 
720 South Point Trail 
Berea, OH 44017 

 
Cara McKinney 
17 Ibbeston St 
Somerville, MA 02314 
 
Nina McLellan and Walter Nicholes 
14014 Shaker Blvd, #204 
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 
 
Doug & Jani Wanner McWilliams 
3070 Woodbury Rd 
Shaker Heights OH 44120 
 
Julie Merker 
33630 Coachman Lane 
Solon, OH 44139 
 
Sue Miller  
3142 Yorkshire Rd 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Dr. James & Marge Misak 
3018 Clinton Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Kathryn Moody-Arndt 
1291 W. 104

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Daniel & Lavinia Morris 
1493 Dover Center Rd 
Westlake, OH 44145 
 
Rachel M. Napolitano 
1953 W 61

st
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Mary O’Malley 
361 Cascade Ct 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 
 
Anne Osborne 
2021 King James Parkway, #328 
Westlake, OH 44145 
 
Linda Park  
1848 Beersford, #1 
East Cleveland, OH 44112 
 
Bob and Laverne Parker 
11514 Chautauqua Trail 
Brecksville, OH 44141 
 
Nan Ellen Passant 
16 Laurel Dr 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
 
Dr. Mark W. Pestak 
2044 W 38

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Nilda Quintana 
871 Ibis Walk Place N, unit 3302 
St. Petersburg, FL 33716 



Janet Rhodes Ross 
Beyond Borders 
3420 Cavalier Trail Unit D 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224 
 
Marlene & Robert Rink 
1150 Sylvania 
Cleveland Hts, OH 44121 
 
Valerie and Stewart Robinson 
3334 Berkeley Rd 
Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 
 
Louise P. Sandercock 
200 Laurel Lake Dr. Apt. W 222 
Hudson, OH 44236 
 
Sarah K. Sommers 
5900 Lawn Ave 
Cleveland OH 44102 
 
Brian Stefan-Szittai 
4302 Apple Ave 
Cleveland OH 44113 
 
Christine Stonebraker Martínez 
2777 Spruce St 
Girard OH 44420 
 
David Stonebraker Martínez 
2477 Spruce St 
Girard, OH 44420 
 
Monica Svetz 
3901 W. 158

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44111 
 
James F. Szaller 
28470 Hilliard 
Westlake, OH 44145 
 
Rick Toth 
1017 University Rd 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Andrew Trares 
2068 Fulton Rd 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Curt & Priscilla Treska 
1518 Kenilworth 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Ursuline Sisters  
Social Justice Office  
2600 Lander Rd 
Pepper Pike, OH 44124 
 
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church 
Social Action Committee 
20401 Hilliard Blvd 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
 
Brooke S. Willis 
2590 W.15th St 
Cleveland, OH  44113 
 
Mark Bailey 
3092 Kendal Ln 
Twinsburg, OH 44087 

Gerald Bukosky 
1216 Versailles Ave 
Alameda, CA 95401 
 
Congregation of St. Joseph 
Social Justice Committee 
3430 Rocky River Dr 
Cleveland, OH 44111 
 
Danielle Cosgrove 
15621 Greenway Rd. 
Cleveland, OH 44111 
 
Susan Dicken 
241 S Main St #114 
White River Junction, VT 05001 
 
Dr. Marie C. Dietrich 
1931 King James Parkway, #403 
Westlake, OH 44145 
 
Thom Downing 
213 Laverne Ave 
Alexandria, VA 22305 
 
Chris Dusek & Allen Myers 
1205 W 69

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44102 
 
Rob & Roberta Fairchild 
6786 Seneca Rd 
Mayfield Village, OH 44143 
 
Kathy Flora  
2449 Queenston Rd 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Erica Foldy & Roger Luckmann 
44 Grove Rd 
Natick, MA 01760 
 
Debbie Gurney & Ron Manzano 
3952 Rosemond Rd 
Cleveland Hts, OH 44121 
 
Rick & Susan Heiser 
810 W. Jefferson St 
Bloomington, IL 61701 
 
Molly Holland -Avery 
3965 Eastway Rd 
South Euclid, OH 44118 
 
Anita Hooley-Yoder 
3333 Ormond Rd 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Patricia & Ronald  James 
417 South St 
Huron, OH 44839-1521 
 
 
 
Susan Lendvay 
7025 Fitch Rd 
Olmsted Township, OH 44138 
 
Ed & Adriana Mascha 
11781 Pinewood Trail 
Chesterland, OH 44026 

 
Dot Masterson 
4403 Michael Ave 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 
Kathleen McDonnell & Chris Toddy 
2082 W.38

th
 St 

Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Donald & Sandra McPherson 
2161 Middlefield Rd 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
 
Rev. Karen Glick Metzler 
8103 Jackson River Rd 
Hot Springs, VA  24445 
 
Rev. Jonathan F. & Jane Moody 
7904 Shawnee Trail 
Garrettsville, OH 44231 
 
Jeanne & Alejandro Petrus-Rivera 
6805 Strathmore Dr 
Cleveland, OH 44125 
 
Tedd  Roos 
1189 Andrews Ave. 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
 
Juanita A. Sherba 
4494 Mellinger Rd 
Canfield, OH 44406 
 
Sisters of the Humility of Mary 
PO Box 522 
Villa Maria, PA 16155 
 
Jean Sommer 
8212 Brookside Rd 
Independence, OH 44131 
 
James & Rosemary Szittai 
2505 Tennyson NW 
Massillon, OH 44646 
 
Jody Taslitz 
1418 Edendale St 
Cleveland, OH 44121 
 
Ursuline College Campus Ministry 
2550 Lander Rd 
Pepper Pike, OH 44124 
 
Bob and Carla Van Dale 
144 Kendal Dr 
Oberlin, OH 44074 
 
Laura Van Dale 
1189 Andrews Ave. 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
 
Margaret S. Vento 
6855 Edgewater, APT 2C 
Coral Gables, FL 33133 
 
Swanny & Dr. Ted Voneida 
401 Oakwood Dr 
Kent, OH 44240 

 
 
 

 


