RRN news update

COLOMBIA

Colombian Constitutional Court rules in favor of Las Pavas
community land-holders

RRN letter [excerpted]
August | I, 2009- sent to the president and vice-president of Colombia

We are seriously concerned for the welfare and safety of 123 campesino families of the community of Las Pavas, in South Bolivar province.
[...] The police entered the community, destroyed seven campesino homes, seized tools [in order to] to displace the |23 families... Large
palm oil industries that wish to acquire the land of Las Pavas from the current absentee landlord...have been threatening families who
have lived and worked the land for the past twelve years.

RRN letter [excerpted]
April 1, 201 - sent to the Minister of Interior and Justice, Colombia

We urge you to take appropriate measures to guarantee the safety of 123 families who plan to return to their land in Las Pavas. The
community has filed administrative and legal recourses to demand that their land be returned to them so that they might support their
families. After waiting 19 months for this to be resolved—and enduring harassment and threats during this interim—the families have
decided to take the bold step of reestablishing themselves on the land.
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IRTF calls together the people of northeast Ohio to walk in solidarity with oppressed peoples of Central America and Colombia to
achieve peace, justice, human rights, and systemic transformation through nonviolence.
www.IRTFcleveland.org
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